
Visit our W
ebsite 

w
w

w
.shepherdsw

ellhistory.org 

 The History Society w
ebsite has a grow

ing collection of 
photographs, archives, inform

ation from
 past censuses and 

about birth, deaths and m
arriages. 

If you have som
ething pertinent to village history, please 

consider 
donating 

to 
our 

archive. 
W

e 
w

ill 
scan 

old 
photographs and docum

ents and return them
 to you. Help us 

to preserve the past! 

 Shepherdsw
ell &

 Coldred 
History Society  

  

Program
m

e of 
M

eetings, 2023
For m

ore details about the History Society, please 
contact: shepherdsw

ellhistory@
gm

ail.com
 

  



O
ur M

eetings 
M

eetings are at 7.30 in Shepherdsw
ell Village Hall, unless otherw

ise 
indicated. Talks are delivered by a range of speakers and have a 
reputation for being inform

ative and entertaining.  
O

ur M
em

beƌƐ͛ EǀeŶiŶgƐ focus on local history. It is rare not to hear 
som

e new
 and interesting facts about past life in our villages. There 

is an opportunity to do online research about fam
ily or local history, 

aided by genealogists. 
Talks are free to m

em
bers; £3.00 for non-m

em
bers (unless 

otherw
ise stated): 

You can join the Society on the night for an annual m
em

bership 
fee of £10. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 Thursday 23 February: The colourful life of Thom

as J W
illiam

s, landlord 
of the Bricklayers Arm

s, 1904-1926  
As the landlord of the Bricks and a stalw

art of the Cricket Club, Thom
as J 

W
illiam

s w
as one of the m

ost w
ell know

n and popular m
em

bers of the 
Shepherdsw

ell com
m

unity.  
His life ʹ and that of his w

ife Annie ʹ sheds light on life in 
the ǀillage one hƵndred Ǉears͛ ago͘ Thom

as͛ storǇ is also 
part of the history of m

ining com
m

unities, of the arm
y, 

British colonialism
, the First W

orld W
ar and the pubs of 

Dover district. John Bulaitis w
ill introduce this colourful 

and 
im

portant 
local 

personalitǇ͘ 
Thom

as͛ 
great 

granddaughter, M
axine, has helped w

ith the research and 
w

ill join us digitally on the big screen. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 Thursday 30 M

aƌch͗ M
eŵ

beƌƐ͛ EǀeŶiŶg͘  
An evening devoted to talking about and researching aspects 
of the history of Shepherdsw

ell and Coldred.  
Topics to be announced nearer the date. 

 Thursday 26 O
ctober: M

eŵ
beƌƐ͛ EǀeŶiŶg͘  

Talking about and researching aspects of the history of 
Shepherdsw

ell and Coldred ʹ topics to be announced nearer 
the date.  
___________________________________________________________ 

Thursday 30
 N

ovem
ber:  

The Baby Boom
er N

ostalgia Show
 Part 1, w

ith Alan 
Haines 

 M
em

ories of the 1950s, 60s 
and 70s are dredged up in 
these 

hilarious 
rem

iniscences. You'll laugh 
at the old days and be in 
stitches w

ith m
odern tim

es. 
Alan is an experienced guest 
speaker w

ho has perform
ed 

his 
hilarious 

presentations 
to 

clubs 
and 

societies 
throughout the South East as w

ell as appearing in his 
ow

n show
s at The Edinburgh and Brighton Fringes. 

 _________________________________________________________ 
Thursday 14 Decem

ber: Christm
as M

eeting  
 History w

ith a Christm
assy feel, along w

ith som
e 

Christm
as fun and gam

es, accom
panied by w

ine 
and snacks.  
  

 



Thursday 28 Septem
ber:  

The D
regs of the People Rem

ain: The Black Death and 
its Afterm

ath w
ith Im

ogen Corrigan. Around 
50%

 
and 

perhaps 
60%

 
of 

the population of 
Europe 

and 
beyond 

perished 
in the first w

ave of 
the 

Black 
Death. 

The disease then 
recurred over the 
next 130 years.  

In this talk, Im
ogen 

Corrigan 
explains 

how
 this prom

pted 
a distinct increase 
in 

interest 
in 

the 
m

acabre, but also 
in 

explorations 
of 

w
hat w

ill happen in 
the next life; som

e 
of it surprisingly optim

istic and am
using.  

____________________________________________________ 
  

 
Thursday 27 April 2022: Jane Austen: 
W

ho She W
as and W

hy She M
atters. 

Speaker: Susan Civale  
O

ur speaker tonight, Susan Civale, 
argƵes that Jane AƵsten is ͚not jƵst 
aboƵt tea parties and loǀe stories͕͛ 
but her w

riting has real im
portance 

for our m
odern w

orld.  
M

Ƶch of SƵsan͛s research and inform
ation com

es from
 

tim
e spent as a Research Fellow

 at Chaw
ton House 

LibrarǇ͕ the hom
e of the aƵthor͛s brother͕ Edǁ

ard͘  
The talk ǁ

ill discƵss Jane͛s links ǁ
ith Kent and her ǁ

ider 
literary significance.  
_________________________________________________________ 
 Thursday 25 M

ay: M
eŵ

beƌƐ͛ Evening.  
A m

eeting looking at aspects of 
the history of Shepherdsw

ell 
and 

Coldred 
ʹ 

topics 
to 

be 
announced nearer the date. 
 



Thursday 29 June:  
A ͚W

aůk ƚhƌŽƵgh Tiŵ
e͛ ǁ

iƚh Keiƚh RŽbeƌƚƐ͘ 
An exploration of O

utlying Areas and Ham
lets  

N
ow

 
a 

Shepherdsw
ell 

tradition, this Ǉear͛s ͚W
alk 

throƵgh 
Tim

e͛ 
w

ill 
be 

a 
͚ǀirtƵal͛ eǆperience in the 
Village Hall.  
U

sing photos and film
, Keith 

Roberts w
ill focus on the 

history 
of 

a 
num

ber 
of 

ham
lets ʹ som

e, such as 
Beauxfield, long forgotten. Along the w

ay, Keith ʹ in his 
usual entertaining style ʹ w

ill tell the story of people, 
buildings and events.  
________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thursday 27 July: M
eŵ

beƌƐ͛ 
Evening.  
 A m

eeting looking at aspects 
of 

the 
history 

of 
Shepherdsw

ell and Coldred ʹ 
topics to be announced nearer 
the date. 

_____________________________________ 
 

Saturday 2 Septem
ber 

Big History Day, 2023 
11.30 ʹ 2.30, Shepherdsw

ell Village Hall 

Farm
s and Farm

ing 
Agriculture 

shaped 
the 

villages 
of 

Shepherdsw
ell 

and 
Coldred 

and 
dom

inated the lives of 
its 

people 
for 

hundreds of years.  
This Ǉear͛s Big HistorǇ DaǇ focuses on the history of 
local farm

s and the lives of those w
ho w

orked on them
. 

As usual, there w
ill be exhibits and talks ʹ and the 

opportƵnitǇ to bƵǇ a ǁ
holesom

e ploƵghm
an͛s lƵnch͘ 

W
e also w

elcom
e guests from

 Brook Rural M
useum

, 
w

ho 
w

ill 
be 

displaying 
and 

dem
onstrating 

farm
 

im
plem

ents from
 a by-gone age. 

As usual, other aspects of local history w
ill be on display 

and w
e w

ill be w
elcom

ing 
stalls from

 local heritage 
groups.  
 

The Historic W
est Court Farm

house 


