Coldred Chronicle
First published in the United Kingdom in 1996 by: Marjorie Chapman

DEDICATION
This history is dedicated to the memory of the late Helen Mummery, of Chilli Farm Coldred.
Her help and encouragement during the writing of my “opus” was invaluable. Everyone who
lives in Coldred knew her as a decisive and positive person, combining common sense with
patience and humour.
The entire village, once again working together with a common cause, celebrated her life
with a Thanksgiving Service on August 5th, 1994. St Pancras Church and Coldred Court
Farm were the historic settings for this unique occasion.
Her life has added yet another dimension to our Chronicle.
Planted in
spring, 1995,
this avenue of
Limes, on the
Coldred main
road from the
A2 was oﬃcially
opened in June
1995, as a
lasting memorial
to Helen.
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COLDRED, BEST KEPT VILLAGE, EAST KENT
When the Best kept Small Village title was awarded to Coldred in 1993, it was the
culmination of a year-long working party, involving the entire village.
Verges were trimmed, fences mended, gardens tidied, and the Pond and Green re-furbished.
Everyone, farmers, labourers, retired miners, lorry drivers, plus wives and children, worked
their socks oﬀ. Together. Which, of course, is the secret of success.
Having set a precedent, we must now maintain the good work. The title is not now the prime
object. Goodwill in the village is the aim, with everyone doing their communal thing! There
are no financial rewards, far from it. However, there is a real sense of belonging, and Coldred
is famous, not only for hospitality, but a unique community spirit. Our Chronicle is still being
lived, from Doomsday to the next century!

Presentation of awards to Coldred, on achieving the "Best Kept Small Village of East Kent"
title, 1993. A ceramic plaque, a signed citation, a chestnut tree, and, of course, a litter bin!
COLDRED
Coldred is a small rural community, some 7 miles NW of Dover. One of the highest places in
East Kent, nearly 400ft. above sea level, this little village has long held the well deserved
reputation of being a healthy and salubrious place in which to live.
As far back as 1700, Coldred held the County record for the longevity of the inhabitants!
With just 55 assorted dwellings and a Church, the rural scene has changed very little over
the centuries.
Of these homes, 15 are post-war, but these additions can be oﬀset against the loss of quite
a few small cottages, including some pairs that have been converted to one home. The adult
population is approximately 110 (1994) with a fluctuating (!) 25/30 children.
Without a school in the village, our children have to attend the Primary School at
Shepherdswell. Secondary education means travelling to Dover, with options at Deal,
Sandwich and Canterbury.
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From ancient Britons, Celts, Romans, then Saxons, plus a good sprinkling of Normans, our
genetic heritage in this quiet corner of Kent has proved quite a volatile mixture!
The name of the village derives from the Charcoal Burners who dwelt here, pre conquest.
The Oxford Dictionary of Place Names lists the various spellings: Coeldred, Coelret, and
Colret.
According to many early documents, a more fanciful derivation comes from the name of a
King of Mercia, one Coeldred. He came to Kent sometime in the early 8th century, (c720AD)
to help the Men of Kent do battle against the West Saxons.
Historians place this battle at Woodnesborough, near Sandwich. He must have been
victorious, as his name lives on!
CHILLI FARM
On entering the Village from the A2, the first building encountered is Chilli Farm, over 400
years old. The unusual name, and the spelling, is documented as early as 1550.
Parsonage Farm, and the two cottages, barns and outbuildings, stand farther back. The
farmhouse is post-war, but was built on an earlier site.
Coldred has, in the past, supported at least four farms, but of these, only Chilli and Coldred
Court are now fully functional.

VILLAGE GREEN, COLDRED
Coldred Village Green has a charming prospect, with a Duck Pond, bordered on its shady
side with small trees and shrubs. Facing it is the quaint, cottage-style Public House, “The
Carpenters Arms”. This is an old building, showing a Masons Mark, dated 1719, over the
fireplace in the Public Bar. The site is a lot earlier, and some of the surrounding cottages are
believed to date from the 17th century, c1620.
At one time this area, incorporating Pub, Pond, two farms and a cluster of cottages, is
referred to, on old maps, as Coldred Street, Coldred proper being the area by the Church, ¾
of a mile along Church Road.
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COLDRED POND
The pond has been well-documented over the centuries, and has been recently re- lined and
the banks landscaped. This work was undertaken by the local villagers, who have no
hesitation in rolling up sleeves, and working as a team.
Legends are rife concerning the Pond during the 17th century. At the infamous “witch trials"
during the 1640's, one unfortunate old lady. Nell Garlinge, was accused of the Black Arts,
and it is said to have been "swum."
"Swimming" meant tying thumbs to toes cross-wise, then flinging the poor woman into the
deepest water. If she sank, that proved her innocence. If she floated, she was deemed guilty.
So either way, the prospects were not too good!
The changing seasons have always been a source of inspiration, and Coldred Farmers have
a ready fund of old proverbs to get them through the year. January seems a good place to
start...............
JANUARY......

In January sow your oats
Twill bring a good harvest, and plenty of groats!
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This photograph of the "Carpenter" Arms" was taken some time in the late 1920's. The
facade has remained virtually unchanged until re-building work in the late 1960's.
The photo below, looking across Coldred Pond, shows the extension and new windows. The
entrance porch, with four steps leading down to the Public Bar, is the same.

CHILLI COTTAGE A double fronted, white painted house, facing across the Green, is known
as Chilli Farm Cottage.
In times past, this house was two small cottages, one of which served as the Village BakeHouse. The cellars are quite extensive, and still have the large bread ovens of an earlier age.
In the past, very few homes could boast an oven, and for a few pence, local householders
could have their meat and bread baked.
FORGE
Coldred, at one time, had two Forges. Attached to Coldred Manor, on Church Road, just
past the Green, was a small private Forge, run by Mr Harry Marsh during the 30’s and 40's.
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The flint building, inside the Manor entrance, now converted to a garage, was the original
workshop. With a fire, bellows, and anvil, it was used primarily for shoeing the Farm horses.
Ideally situated on a site beside the present Parsonage Farm, the Public Forge was a busy
and vital part of early Village life.
Intriguingly enough, a quantity of Blacksmith's tools were found during recent re-building
work on land adjoining Colret House.

BUS SHELTER
Coldred’s Bus Shelter, by the Green, deserves a mention, however brief. It was erected in
1959, by the combined eﬀorts of the hard working Villagers.
The cost of the Shelter was £74.3s.6d. (£74.17p) and this sum was raised by way of whist
drives, sales, coﬀee mornings, and raﬄes, etc. It seems a paltry amount now but then it was
a small fortune! If nothing else, it certainly demonstrates Coldred’s unique independence.
FEBRUARY....

If February give much snow
A fine summer it doth show!

TOOLS OF THE TRADE
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This array of tools would have been in constant, every day use by the local Blacksmith.
Shoeing horses was just one facet of his work.
Making and mending tools, farm implements, wheel and axles, everything, in fact, needed by
Farmers and Landowners.
COLRET HOUSE
Facing the Green, from the Eythorne/Coldred Road, is the imposing, Edwardian, (1902)
Colret House. Built on an earlier site, the previous residence dated from the mid-eighteenth
century, 1762.
Venue for local land-sales, public auctions, and similar transactions, was “The Bell” Public
House at Lydden.
The plot where Colret House now stands was bought at one of these land-sales in 1762.
Also listed with the property was a number of “standing trees”, apparently timber was as
important then as now.

LAYERED HEDGES
Hedge laying is another country craft that has all but
disappeared. However there are several fine examples of
layered hedges here at Coldred.
The old tools illustrated were once standard equipment for
hedging and ditching.
The long handled slasher was used to clear the ground at the
base of the hedge to be layered. The main stems of each
shrub are partly cut through with the sharp bill hook.
The stems are then forced sideways to form a thick barrier. The
maul is used to hammer in an occasional stake, supporting the
centre of the hedge
Properly done, the hedge becomes a thick and impenetrable
living barrier, keeping livestock in the field, and predators out.

7

THE CONIFERS
Passing Colret House, following the Shepherdswell turning, towards Upton Wood, there are
six post-war Council Houses. Known as the Conifers, some are now privately owned.
MARCH.........

A dry March and a wet May,
Fills barns and fields with corn and hay.

JACK GIBBONS
Taken in the 40's, the photo is of the late Jack Gibbons, one of Coldred's best known
characters. He is shown here with his three friendly charges, Diamond, Turpin, and Ruﬃn.
Jack is the one wearing the cap!
Born at Shepherdswell in 1908, he spent all his working life on the land. Living in a small
cottage on Coldred Green, he finally retired, aged over 70.
After retirement, he delivered the daily newspapers at Coldred for nearly 10 years. Qualifying
as the oldest “newspaper boy” in the Dover District, Jack passed away aged 82 in 1990. A
memorial seat, complete with horseshoes, is beside the Pond.
CRICKET PITCH
Beside the last of the six houses that make up The Conifers, is Coldred Cricket Pitch. With
team members drawn from the rural community, the matches, whether home or away, enjoy
a special camaraderie.
A force to be reckoned with, Coldred Cricketers formed their first post-war team in 1950.
Going from strength to strength, the team won the Dover and District Charities Knockout
Cup in 1960. The final was played at the Dover College grounds against Dover Police.
The Dover Express reported the match, and hero of the Coldred players was young Cyril
Godsmark, taking 9 wickets for 19 runs!
Disbanded during the late 60's, the team was started again in the early 80's. Some of the
present members are sons of the original post-war Cricketers.
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Their new pavilion, bought and erected by members, dispenses tea and goodwill to visiting
teams. A busy fixture list ensures that all members get a chance to play throughout the
season.
As the sun slowly sinks in the west, stumps are pulled, and the finer points of the Sunday
afternoons play are relived. To the clink of glasses, of course!
As an interesting footnote, the 1950's and 60's saw Coldred with a flourishing football team.
Playing on the field beyond the present Cricket Pitch, they are mentioned in the September
issue of the Dover Express, 1960, as being the previous Seasons "Wooden Spoonists!" Says
it all!

COLDRED CRICKETERS 1960
Back Row, left to right;
Jack Gibbons, Bill Emptage, David Hopkins, Brian Player, Peter Gisby, Albert Stone, David
Rhodes, Ted Hogben, and Ernie Roberts.
Front Row, left to right;
Ray Torbin, Bill Appleton, Cyril Godsmark, Derek Friend, Barry Tobin Jnr and Bill Emptage
Jnr. In front Jackie Player.
CHURCH ROAD
With the Green behind us, we can turn down the Lane towards Eythorne. A small water
catchment pond is by the corner, filling up only in wet weather. Nevertheless, this small plot
attracts plenty of plants and wild life.
For a fine example of a winding country lane, Church Road is perfect. Trees on either side
interlock their branches overhead, forming a green and leafy archway for the best part of ¾
of a mile.
Past the last of the houses, the banks on the left hand side are carpeted with bluebells in
early spring. A reminder that until a few years ago, these banks were part of woodlands that
stretched across to Shepherdswell.
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Bordering the lane, clumps of Hazel, Elder, Ash and Blackthorn, together with the bluebells
and wild garlic, make fine splashes of colour throughout the seasons.
On leaving the green, before the pleasant vista opens ahead, are several modern houses,
some old cottages, and a bungalow.
Opposite these are six purpose-built single storey homes, erected by the Council in the early
1970's.
In the fields by these homes were two old cottages. They were served by a well, now
capped, and the site has been given over to agriculture.

APRIL.......

From sweete April Showers,
Do spring May Flowers.

BOWSFIELD
Now for a little mystery. On the first Ordnance Survey Map for the Coldred area, 1872, four
cottages in a small region known as Bowsfield were sited some distance behind the present
Conifers.
A lane led to this area from the Upton Wood Road. Unfortunately, all traces of lane and
cottages have long since disappeared.
Now as they say for something completely diﬀerent!
BISHOP OF COLDRED
During the 1860's/70's, not so long ago really, Mr Amos, a carpenter by trade, lived in
Coldred. He was known locally as the Bishop of Coldred, not because he was particularly
religious, but because of his eccentric dress.
Winter or summer saw him clothed in a long black smock, which covered him from neck to
ankles. Truth is always stranger than fiction!
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CHARCOAL
At one time a necessary industry in previous centuries, manufacturing charcoal today is a
straightforward task using modern factory conditions.
However, to our forbears, charcoal making was a full time occupation,
with the workmen living at the site to control the burning.
First, they built a triangular chimney of uniform lengths of wood. Then
more small branches were stacked around the central 'chimney' finally
covering the roof space, but leaving the centre of the 'chimney' open.

The fire was then lit at the base of the core, and the wood was
burning, the structure was covered with ashes, wet leaves, or even
earth, to form a closed clamp. Smouldering like this took a week or
more, as the wood must not be allowed to flare.

The finished product was not only used as a fuel, but
to purify water and the smelting of metals. In an age
when chimneys in homes were unheard of, smokeless
fuels were much appreciated!

COLDRED MANOR
A short stroll along the lane is Coldred Manor. A lovely old house, the facade is early
Georgian. Like most local sites, there is evidence of an earlier building. The rear of the Manor
shows walls built with local flint, and plastered-over rubble.
The interior has an interesting architectural blend of styles. The decor is mainly classical
Georgian, although there are other and older period features.
One of the rooms has a massive oak plank salvaged from a shipwreck, possibly 17th century,
and used as a supporting beam.
A mellow brick wall, granted a preservation order, borders the front garden.
The old flint and brick building by the main gate, just visible in the photograph, was the
private forge, as mentioned earlier.
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MANOR FARM
Directly opposite the manor is the onetime Manor Farm, now a well stocked Nursery Garden.
The main building has an old, fan shaped window on the end wall.
MAY..........

A snow storm in May,
Is worth a waggon load of hay!

THE PADDOCK
Farther along the road, past two modern bungalows, is a pleasant, double-fronted house,
The Paddock.
Built in 1936 by the parents of the present owner, the style blends in well with the mixture of
old and new found throughout the village.
EAST KENT LIGHT RAILWAY
A branch line of this railway ran from Eythorne to Guilford Colliery. Passing under Church
Road by the Paddock, it continued across the fields to the now disused Colliery on
Singledge Lane.
These old implements were custom-made for various arable farms. An ingenious Blacksmith
could make all the diﬀerence between profit and loss for the local farmer!

JUNE..........Calm weather in June, Sets corn in tune.

SUMMER..A Coldred Summer, three hot days,
and a snow storm!

LONDON PRIDE AND COLDRED PLACE
A small bungalow, reached by a long drive, London Pride is set between The Paddock and
Coldred Place.
Originally, until the late 70's, the bungalow was known as Firs Cottage, and when first built it
was part of the adjoining property. The Firs, now renamed Coldred Place.
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A fine
Edwardian
dwelling,
Coldred
Place was
built in
1903, and
was
intended
for the
Chief
Engineer of
Guilford
Colliery.
The interior
decor is
Edwardian
at its best,
and the
present
owners
have
retained the
essential
character
of this era,
with

sympathetic modernisation.
PARSONAGE COTTAGE
On the first corner, before arriving at the Church and Coldred Court Farm, is the recently
modernised and extended Parsonage Cottage. The original little house dates back at least
four centuries.
At one time the local incumbent's home, it has also been recorded as being the Brewhouse
for the village.

Parsonage Cottage, modern facade.
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COLDRED COURT FARM
Situated beside the Church, Coldred Court, has, in some form or another, been standing
here before the Conquest. At the time of the Domesday Book, c1086/87, the Manor and
surrounding farmland was owned by Bishop Odo of Bayeaux, half brother to William the
Conqueror.
Using stone from Caen, in France, Odo re built both Manor and Church at the end of the 11th
century.
During the 17th century, the old Farm was re-built yet again, presenting the facade and
interior seen today. Recent renovations disclosed a Norman arch on an inside wall.
Besides a wealth of old beams, there is also a magnificent old fireplace in the central living
room.
Not only a comfortable family home, the present owners run a flourishing Bed and Breakfast
business. Their great Tithe Barn is used as an informal village meeting place.
By the roadside stands a fine example of an old Kent Staddle barn.

Coldred Court Farm.
Taken before 1910, this photo shows little change in the facade. The girl is a member of the
Goldsack family, tenants from 1897 to 1912.
JULY ...........If the first of July, it be rainy weather,
'Twill rain, more or less, for four weeks together.
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Taken at the turn of the century, these old photos at Coldred Court show tenant Farmer John
Goldsack, with his horses and young friends.
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A lady of the family, busy feeding a lamb, C. 1900.
CHURCH OF ST PANCRAS, COLDRED
That ¾ of a mile was well worth while, for here at last is Coldred Church, one of the oldest
consecrated sites in Kent.
When St Augustine landed at Pegwell Bay, near Sandwich, in 597AD to re-introduce
Christianity, he dedicated two Churches to the now canonized Pancras. One, now in ruins, is
in the grounds of his Abbey in Canterbury, the other here at Coldred.
Standing on a slight rise in about three and a half acres, the site was once a fortified Saxon,
or possibly Roman, encampment. The foundations of the church are certainly Roman. During
re-building work in 600AD, after Augustine’s dedication, local flints and plastered-over rubble
were used for the outer walls.
Following the Norman Conquest, late 11th century, both Farm and Church were re-built by
Bishop Odo, using stone from Caen, in France. The unusual Bell Turret dates from this time,
and is known as a Calais Bell Tower.
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Design for new Altar, July 1986, by Master Carpenter Jack Holdstock, of Shepherdswell.
ST. PANCRAS, COLDRED
The top photo
was taken
pre-1914.
There is no
War Memorial
on show, and
the
boundary
fencing
appears to be
closer to the
Church.

The middle photo is post WW1, and the wooden memorial cross shows well. The Yew hedge
has been newly planted, also a small Yew tree by the Porch.
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The modern
photo was taken
in 1995, and the
Yew by the
Porch is now
mature.
The walls of the
church are at
least two feet
thick, and the
inner length of
the building,
from the Font by
the West wall, to
the Altar under
the East window
is 43 feet and 5
inches. Nave
and Chancel are one, and measures 16 feet and
one inch across.
A fine Barrel roof shows hammer beams and
crude King-posts. On the North wall is an
Aumbrey, a place where sacred vessels and relics
were stored. During restoration work in 1923, the
remains of a Norman arch was discovered, also on
the North wall.
Resting in the Chancel is the old Bell, which was
cast before 1200AD.
Having hung for over 700 years, it broke in two on
Maundy Thursday, April 6th 1939. The replacement
Bell was cast by Mears and Stainbank, of
Whitechapel.
A special dedication Service was held by
Reverend H Saumarez-Smith, MA, on July 28th
1939.
Illustrated is a general description of a single bell
hung for Change Ringing.
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Overleaf, is a detailed diagram, prepared in 1969, of the old Bell. A probable date for its
casting is before 1200AD. After this date, Bells were cast which could be tuned, using a lip
on an inner flange around the lower rim.
Along with the old Bell at Church Whitfield and another at Iwade, it vies for the title of oldest
Bell in Kent.

The East window over the Altar is of the Decorated period, c1380, but the stained glass
dates from only 1873.
During 1986 a design for a new Altar was submitted by Jack Holdstock, Master Carpenter of
Shepherdswell. (The design was not accepted.)
At the start of the reign of Henry
II, c1154, Archbishop Langton
gave the Church and land into
the possession of St Martins
Priory at Dover. There it
remained until the Ecclesiastical
Suppression Act introduced by
Henry VIII.
The Benefices of Shepherdswell
and Coldred were united by
Archbishop Whitgift in 1584,
remaining thus until 1904. The
Pastoral reorganisation
measures of 1968 saw
Shepherdswell and Coldred
once more united.
Incidentally, although the
Benefices are united, the
respective Church Funds are
separate. The Parochial Church
Council Committee being
responsible for the upkeep, and
general running costs of each
Church.
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SAINT PANCRAS
Very little is known of this saint. One hagiography states that he is the Patron Saint, (not of
railways!) but of perjurers. So woe betides me if my facts turn out to be fiction!
Pancras was very young, about 14, when he was put to death in 304AD for his Christian
beliefs. His tomb is in Rome, by the Via Aurelia.

Interior of Church, at Harvest Thanksgiving
COLDRED COURT COTTAGE
Opposite the Church is Coldred Court Cottage, built 1810/20 in what was once an old chalk
quarry. The small black barn at the side of the house stands over the site of an ancient well.
This is supposed to be at least 300 feet deep, and is said to have served the Saxon Fort.
During the late 18th century, (c1780) it was recorded that a horse and cart fell through the
road surface. Faulty road works are obviously nothing new!
SAXON FORT
Church, Farm and Cottage stand in approximately three and a half acres of what has long
been accepted as a fortified Saxon encampment. The Eythorne/Coldred Road cuts through
the middle of the ancient Earthworks.
A few amateur archaeological 'digs' have, over the years, shown traces of Roman
settlement, as well as Saxon. A small
Roman funeral urn, burnt corn and coins,
were found quite recently.
Just half a mile or so north-east of the
Fort, in Waldershare Park, Roman relics
were found during the 18th century.
Consisting mainly of weaponry, earthenware and charred bones, there is no
record of what subsequently happened to
these items.
The Church, indisputably, has Roman
foundations, and the ramparts
surrounding the 3 acres are preserved,
almost intact.
The position of the old well is interesting, as not only Roman, but some Celtic religious sects
often used water at their Shrines.
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The well may originally have been sunk as a ritual shaft and then adapted as a water supply
during Roman occupation.
If this is so, then the site is even more ancient than previously supposed.
Coldred, of course, is well within a day’s march of Dover, where the Legions of the Classis
Britannica were stationed from around 85AD, to the 2nd and 3rd centuries. It is thought
provoking to note that the Romans established iron-making industries inland from their shore
bases. Charcoal was, at that time, an essential fuel used in smelting metals, so could a
foundry have been here at Coldred?
However, this is all hypothetical conjecture. What is certain, from the evidence available, our
Saxon Fort could well be Roman in origin. It seems to me that the marauding Saxons did
what most invaders do. They took advantage of whatever local resources could be made
habitable, in this instance, the remains of a Roman Fort.
Richborough, near Sandwich, where the Roman Fort of Rutupiae was based, is clearly
visible from the crossroads by Coldred Church. What Coldred needs now is not so much an
historian, but a resident detective!
AUGUST........

Dry August, and warm
Doth Harvest no harm.

ARCHBISHOP'S VISITATION
The Archbishop's Visitation of 1573 saw some devious dealing! A field of barley, belonging to
Coldred Church, was sold by one Thomas Piler, who kept the money from the sale for
himself.
A debtor of long standing, he then gave his lands and money to a Master Grys of Dover, who
accepted the gift in all good faith. After this transaction, Thomas Piler, so it is solemnly
recorded, drowned himself!
In accordance with the legal processes of the time, his debts were then transferred to Mr
Grys, who quite categorically refused to pay. The Archbishop then threatened Mr Grys with
Excommunication if he did not cough up!
However, some compromise must have been reached, as there is no record of his particular
fate. It does make one wonder just how deep the Pond was in times past.

This old photo of the cross-roads by the Church was taken in the 20's. The ladder stile to
Waldershare Park is visible. At the turn of the century there was a gate.
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SEPTEMBER..........

September blow soft,
Till the fruits in the loft!

NORTH DOWNS WAY
The cross-roads by the Church bisect the old North Downs Way. This famous track stretches
for nearly 140 miles. Starting from Dover, it goes right through to Farnham, in Surrey.
The National Trail signposts it with the Acorn symbol. Part of the route follows the ancient
Celtic track, the Pilgrims Way. One of the oldest in Britain, it has been in constant use for
over 2,000 years.
WAR MEMORIAL
Coldred Memorial is set in the Churchyard, and commemorates the 9 brave local men who
lost their lives in the First World War
The Second World War saw casualties, but no deaths. Many of our older residents remember
the 1939/45 conflict, if not with aﬀection, of course, but certainly with a lot of humour.
Fire watching was a very necessary evil then, and those villagers who couldn't join the
services, made up working shifts. A sort of Mums and Dads Army! Coldred, with the rest of
the country, was prepared!
No memorials for these unsung heroes, unfortunately, but we must never forget the debt we
owe for our freedom.
Shepherdswell Master Craftsman Mr Jack Holdstock, designed and made the replacement
Memorial Cross in 1988.

Another old photo, taken by the Singledge Lane Cross-roads. Flora Goldsack, of Coldred
Farm, is on the right. A probable date is 1904, but it could be earlier. Note the signpost, and
the apparent absence of a road to Eythorne.
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The North Downs Way, through Waldershare Park, has a gate across the entrance. Since
1903 until the 20's, this was the route taken by Coldred children on their daily trek to the
Schoolhouse on the Guilford Estate.
ALL LIT UP!
1952 was the year in which Coldred, quite definitely, entered the 20th century. The village was
wired up for electricity! Away went candles, primus stoves, and oil lamps, and in came all
those wonderful gadgets, without which the housewives of today couldn't exist.
A tablet in the Church commemorates this grand occasion. Once again, the Villagers,
working together, organised a petition to the powers (!) that be, demanding the right to get
'All Lit Up!' Democracy won the day and it was not until the hurricane of 1987 that we had to
learn, all over again, (nearly 10 days for some of us!) how to live without this marvellous
invention.
OCTOBER...... October, dung your field,
And your land its wealth shall yield.

Another photo of the Coldred Children, in a very muddy Coldred Court Farmyard, about
1904.
SINGLEDGE LANE, NORTH
At the side of the church, where the North Downs Way crosses the Eythorne/Coldred Road
is the Singledge Lane cross-roads. To the right, Singledge leads to Whitfield, 3 miles farther
along the lane.
Opposite, to the North, the continuation of Singledge follows through to Shepherdswell.
Less than a quarter of a mile down the Lane to Shepherdswell, lying in the hollow, is Little
Haynes House. Built in the mid 16th century, c1540, it was then three small cottages.
Converted to two houses in the early years of this century, it was modernised and became
one house in the late 1950's.
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At present living by Coldred Green, Mrs May Roberts lived here with her young children
during the latter part of the Second World War. Her only source of water was a well, now
capped, and no electricity, of course. The link with the past centuries is well within local
memories; seemingly the old days were not so good, after all!
The internal decor of the house retains a couple of quaint features. At the end of the main
living room, where once the first little cottage stood, a large hook is set into an old ceiling
beam.
Many years ago, a former occupant used this hook to dry rabbit skins, by means of which he
supplemented his income.
A large hatch in the ceiling was also attributed to this same old gentleman, I ought not call
him poacher! On his demise, his coﬃn was carried upstairs to the one little bedroom, where
he lay. Unfortunately, once inside it, he could not be carried down the twisting stairs with any
degree of dignity.
His family solved the problem by cutting the hatch in the ceiling, through which he was
lowered with all due reverence! Happily, the present owners are not at all superstitious!
SINGLEDGE LANE, SOUTH
Coldred Parish boundary, in both directions, lies along Singledge Lane, ending at Little
Haynes to the North, and Newsole to the South.

Following Singledge to Whitfield, there are four Edwardian houses at Guilford Villas, a cul-desac lying parallel with the Eythorne/Coldred Road, opposite the Church.
Built to accommodate lesser oﬃcials of Guilford Colliery, these four houses were leased by
the NCB in 1947, from the Guilford Estate.
When the local Coal Board gave up their properties in Kent, the houses were then sold
privately to the tenants, all NCB employees. The photo shows No 3, looking across the rear
of the Saxon Fort.
AUTUMN....... Clear Autumn, Windy Winter,
Warm Autumn, Long Winter.
GUILFORD COLLIERY
This Pit was sunk 1910/11, using two 18 foot shafts, to a depth of over 1,000 feet. The
workings were abandoned as being uneconomical, in 1921.
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During the sinking of the shafts, through permeable chalk, then green sand down to clay
beds, six men were killed in a horrific accident.
Serving the Colliery, The East Kent Light Railway ran a branch line from Eythorne to Coldred,
passing under Church Road, by the Paddock.

This old picture of Guilford Colliery was taken just after the First World War. The building on
the far right is still standing, although derelict, as can be seen in the bottom photo, taken in
1994.

The only other surviving building is the old winding house. The shafts were filled in and
capped a few years ago.
BEAN COURT, AND GUILFORD HOUSE
Adjacent to the Colliery buildings, are two modern homes, the smallholding called Bean
Court, and Guilford House. The latter is on a slight rise behind the old Winding House of the
Colliery.
The Winding House was adapted for use as an oﬃce block, but the premises at the present
time, early 94, are now untenable.
NOVEMBER.........

Thunder in November.
A fertile year to come.
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NEWSOLE FARM
With Dutch gables, and a late
17th century facade, Newsole
farm presents a charming rural
picture. Laying in a hollow, a
half mile or so past the Colliery
site, the original house was
built in 1550. The Dutch
influence was added a century
later.
Close by the site of Newsole,
some old maps show a manor,
Lucks Hall, but this is not
documented in any detail.
The ruins of another old
manor, Popsall, or more
properly Popes Hall, lie
nearby. According to some old
histories, the ubiquitous
Bishop Odo crops up yet
again, owning the rents to this
property. The Norman
hierarchy seems to have made
quite a good thing out of Coldred!

Below; the Staddle Barn at Coldred Court, 'en fete'.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY EVENTS
Coldred has several Annual Events, without which Villages and their Churches could not
survive.
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Foremost of these is the Church Fete, which has had a long and honourable career. Apart
from the War years, the Fete, in its present form, goes back nearly 70 years.
Being a time honoured way to raise funds for the Church, everyone in the village puts a great
deal of eﬀort into making the Annual Fete a success. With games of skill, competitions,
raﬄes, even Bowling for a Pig, there is something for everyone.
Traditional games reflecting the rural scene are always included. Tossing the sheaf, Maypole
dancing, horse-shoe ringing, and naming the lamb, or even guessing its weight, is always a
big draw.
The last Friday in June is the usual date, and the venue is the Village Green.
DECEMBER..........

A December cold, with snow nearby,
A goodly time for planting Rye.

HARVEST SUPPER
Together with the Harvest Thanksgiving in Church, the next event on Coldred's calendar is
the Harvest Supper, following the 'gathering in' of the corn.
The great Tithe barn by the Church provides the perfect setting, capable of seating 60 to 70
guests. Tables are of the trestle variety, and to help out with chairs, guests on the wall side of
the tables sit on bales of straw. Not only picturesque, but practical as well! The food is
ample, and prepared by the village housewives. Cider is the tipple, of course, and if noses
are a trifle red, and complexions become pinker as the evening progresses, well, it is all
good bucolic fun! Illustrated is Mrs Doris White, of Shepherdswell, who is showing oﬀ some
nice, plump marrows, during the fruit and vegetable charity auction!
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Master craftsman, Mr Jack Holdstock demonstrating his carpentry skills at the Flower
Festival.
FLOWER FESTIVAL
Another community eﬀort, this one every two years, is the Flower Festival at St Pancras. The
little Church really comes into its own at this event.
Garlanded with greenery and flowers, the main floral creations reflect the local industries.
The Tithe Barn once again, is the venue for the Craft and Produce stalls and the
refreshments.
On display are country crafts, with local ladies demonstrating, amongst other skills, spinning
and weaving. Together with displays of ceramic art, carpentry etc. this two day event is
popular and informative, with something for everyone.
WINTER.......... Winter weather and women's thoughts change often!
In conclusion, I fee! I have only scratched the surface of what is, undoubtedly, a fascinating
and complex history.
The subject is worthy of greater detail, which can only be uncovered by a more in-depth
research. So if anyone feels they have time to spare, like a couple of years or so, perhaps
they could carry on where I left oﬀ!

An old, horse-drawn digger, for
raising root crops
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Yet another photo of the cross-roads by the Church, this time nearly a century after Flora and
her friend posed. Very little has changed, the stile has gone, the road surface is modern, well,
just! However, the beech trees are still standing. It was not until the late 60's that the
letterbox, with an embossed VR was removed, and replaced with an 'ER'.
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Facing the Lane, by the Village Green are a pair of cottages built c.1870, a fine example of
Victorian Weatherboarding.
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